NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR
@ MIETTAXAS DELIVERS A ROUSING €AIL
i@a DeRMiSE eSTTEE BER FED [N A CERITICAL
ANALYSIS OF OUR FOUNDING FATHERS'
ORIGINAL INTENTIONS FOR AMERICA

87, when the Constitution was drafted, a woman asked Ben Franklin

t the founders had given the American people. “A republic,” he shot
E, “if you can keep it.” More than two centuries later, Eric Metaxas
ines how we are doing on that score.

You Can Keep It is at once a thrilling review of America’s uniqueness—

ding our role as a “nation of nations”—and a chilling reminder that
brica’s greatness cannot continue unless we embrace our own crucial
in living out what the founders entrusted to us. Metaxas explains
America is not a nation bounded by ethnic identity or geography, but
er by a radical and unprecedented idea, based on liberty and freedom

1.

t be front and center on every readinglist.” —7he Washington Times

ound... Metaxas is a major writer. Not to be missed.” —Dick Cavett

P crRICMETAXAS WWW . ERICMETAXAS.COM

W @ERICMETAXAS WWW.PENGUIN.COM

COVER DESIGN: JASON RAMIREZ

COVER PHOTOGRAPH: LISA NOBLE PHOTOGRAPHY/
GETTY TMAGES

AUTHOR PHOTOGRAPH ©@ IOSH DEI

ISBN 978-1-101-97999-0
A Penguin Book 51600
US. §16.00
CAN. $22.00

EAN9 1781101797999 0

T ES BESISELLER

METAXAS

£ #1 MEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
pPASTEORMWARTEYR BEROEHET SPY

K

Y&@U CAN
EEP 11

ORBO [ [ FN PROMISE
ANSSRIC AN LIBERTY




CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION The Promise 1
ONE  The Idea of America 17

W0 7he Golden Triangle of Freedom 51

THREE  “The Wonder of the Age” 79
FOUR Venerating Our Heroes 115

FIVE  7he Importance of Moral Leaders 149

six  “The Almost Chosen People” 181

SEVEN Loving America 219
EPILOGUE This Is America 247
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 257

NOTES 259




